LESLIE JAMES TERRETT
12 June 1942 – ENLISTED IN THE RAAF  (He had been in the Citizen’s Military Forces - Army).
TRAINING IN AUSTRALIA 

1.  Rocklands Dam, Victoria (5 Recruit Depot)

2.  Somers, Victoria (1 Initial Training School)

3.  Ballarat, Victoria (Course 31, No. 1 Wireless and Gunnery School [1 WAGS])

4.  Sale, Victoria (No. 3 Bomb and Gunnery School [3 BAGS]).

TRAVEL TO ENGLAND

1. Travelled aboard “U.S.S. Mt. Vernon” (with wounded American soldiers returning to the 

    USA) – Sydney, Tasman Sea, New Zealand, Pacific Ocean, San Francisco (USA),
2. Across the USA in deluxe Pullman carriages, 
3. Across the North Atlantic Ocean on the “Queen Elizabeth”,

4. Greenock, Scotland to Brighton England by steam train. 
Note: There is a day-by-day diary account of this amazing 42-day trip by one of the RAAF 
           Airmen from Sydney (Australia) to Brighton (England).
TRAINING IN THE UNITED KINGDOM

1. Lichfield (27 Operational Training Unit [27 OTU])

2. Marston Moor (1652 Heavy Conversion Unit [1652 HCU]).

OPERATIONS
1. 158 Squadron, Lissett, Yorkshire (Mark II and Mark III Halifax Heavy Bombers).
2. He flew Seven Operations – 11/12 November 1943 to 19/20 February 1944.

3. Targets – Cannes, Mannheim, Stuttgart, Leipzig, Frankfurt, Berlin, Leipzig.

4. From his first Operation he was an “Odd-Bod” (he never flew on Operations with the crew 

    he trained with at 27 OTU and 1652 HCU).
5. Shot down (aged 20 years and 3 months) over Germany after bombing Leipzig by a German night- 
    fighter “Schrage-Musik” attack.

PRISONER OF WAR
1. Dulag Luft (near Frankfurt), Germany (Luftwaffe Interrogation Camp)

2. Heydekrug, Lithuania (Stalag Luft 6)  (the most northern and most eastern German POW Camp)
3. Thorn (Torun) Poland (Stalag Luft 357)  (were moved because of the advancing Russians)
4. Fallingbostel, Germany (Stalag Luft 357 Kopernikus).

5. On the 19th of April 1945 (19 days before the end of the War) he was at the “Carnage of Gresse” 
    where Allied POWs and German guards were killed (33) and wounded (about 50) by RAF fighter 

    planes. 

TRAVEL TO AUSTRALIA

9.Aug.1945 – Travelled on the S.S.Orion from England, via the Panama Canal, New Zealand to Sydney  (arrived Sydney – 9 September 1945).

10 September 1945 – Arrived Melbourne.  
Note: This was the first group of P.O.W.s to return from the War, and there was a large Street Parade in Melbourne.  See newspaper articles with photographs: (10.Sep.1945 The Argus page 3. Orion Brings Home P.O.W.s and Airmen; 10.Sep.1945 The Age page 3. Back From Germany: R.A.A.F. Men In Sydney; 10.Sep.1945 The Herald page 1. Kisses for Airmen Home from European Prisons; 10.Sep.1945 The Herald (Evening) page 3. Excited Crowds Welcome P.O.W.; 11.Sep.1945 The Age pages 2 and 5. News Of The Day: Welcome Home; 11.Sep.1945 The Sun pages 3 and 13. The Joys Of Homecoming).

7 May 1946 – DISCHARGED FROM THE RAAF.
SUMMARY

He was an “Odd-Bod”, and flew on Seven Operations with 20 other men.

By the end of the War:
13 of the men were dead,
 


  6 of the men were Prisoners Of War, and only one of the 20 men (Stanley Dale) was not dead, was not a Prisoner of War, and had received the DFC.

He never spoke about the War to his wife, and when he would wake up screaming in the middle of the night, he would just say – “ it’s nothing, it’s just the War”.
While he always appeared to be a happy and jovial bloke, some of the people who knew him had said that this was part of his coping strategy, and that today he would he diagnosed as a case of PTSD.

Counselling!  The only counselling was over a beer with a mate.


